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When it comes to enjoying a light and bright pilsener beer 


it’s CARLING'S of course! 


The Carling Breweries (B.C.) Limited 
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Editorial... 


As the door swings shut on the 1949- 
59 decade it is abundantly clear that 
the era has been one of history making 
growth for all of Interior British Co- 
lumbia. This growth is sharply em- 
phasized when compared with a pre- 
vious period famed for wealth--the 
Cariboo gold rush. In the banner 
year of 1863 the creeks of the Barker - 
ville area yielded $6,000,000 in 
nuggets. Last year the annual payroll 
for Quesnel and district alone ex- 
ceeded this amount. 

Since 1950 Interior investment by 
Government, private company and 
individual has totalled not millions 
or hundreds of millions but has passed 
the billion figure. The effect of this 
bonanza has been remarkable. We 
have natural gas in many cOmmun- 
ities; paved highways are replacing 
dirt and gravel roads; thousands of 
new homes modern as any in Canada; 
and schools more up to date than those 
in many big cities because virtually 
all ofours are new. We are no longer 
isolated because most villages and 
towns have airports with scheduled 
plane connections to outside points; 
many cOmmunities have dial phones, 
sewer systems, new power plants, 
and modern community facilities. In 
factmost areas nowhave virtually all 
the amenities enjoyed by those in the 
larger population centers. 

The Okanagan, the Kamloops Dist- 
rict, the Cariboo and Central B.C. 
areas, the NorthCoast, and the Peace 
River have been the fastest growing 
in Canada. In most areas population 
has not only doubled, it has trebled, 
even quadrupled. Villages have be- 
come towns, towns grown to cities, 
entire new communities have ap- 
peared. 

Prince George, for instance, has 
for the past five years enjoyed the 
reputation of being one of Canada’s 
fastest growing cities and instead of 
slowing up, is accelerating. For in- 
stance in 1941 it was 19th among 
B.C.’s major cities; in 1951 it was 
14th; in 1956 it was 8th; and today it 
crowds 5th. In 1946 Quesnel’s popu- 
lation was under 1, 000; today it tops 
5,000. These figures are not isolated 
instances. Virtually every commun- 
ity has recorded similar increases 
from Fort Nelson, Fort St.John, and 
Dawson Creek in the Peace River to 
Kamloops, 100 Mile, Lac La Hache, 
Williams Lake, Burns Lake, Smithers 
and Terrace, as well as other areas 
throughout the Interior. 

Industrial growth has been equally 
dramatic. Lumbering has been the 
driving force and itis noteworthy that 
the industry will not flare then die. 
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DISTINGUISHED 
WHISKY 


Another notable achievement in 1883 was the 
creation by Joseph E. Seagram, master distiller, 
of the distinguished Canadian Rye Whisky, 
Seagram’s ‘83’. Generations of Canadians 
since 1883 have enjoyed the distinctive flavour 


and bouquet of this fine whisky. 
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Editor: 

As I read your article ‘‘Why We 
Support Wenner-Gren’’, I think of the 
days before the Grand Coulee and of 
the remarks that were made. Very 
few people could see just howit could 
and would help the country. Lots of 


them said, ‘‘Well go ahead, at least 
it will drown some rattle snakes and 
give some people work. ’’ 


Readers me 


Nowthe dam has paid for itself and 
they plan to build another set of gen- 
erators on the other side of it as they 
can sell all the power it can produce 
plus nine more dams on the Columbia 
River. 

With the Northwest growing as it 
has in the past fifteen years I feel 
sure it will be able to use all the power 
and gas it can produce. All I can say 


is more power and support to Wenner- 
Gren. I think he is another F.D. 
Roosevelt with a good eye for Canada’s 
future. 


Don Neil, 
Seattle, Wash. U.S.A 


Editor: 

A big hallo from a devoted friend 
of the Cariboo and former short-time 
resident of Quesnel. Please add my 
name to your subscription list as I 
have been missing your wonderful 
magazine for two years due to our 


IT’S LUCKY when you live in B.C. 


AND IT'S LUCKY WHEN FRIENDS DROP IN! 


largest selling beer in the entire west 


LUCKY LAGER 


-215 This advertisement is not published or displayed by the Liquor Control Board or by the Government of British Columbia. 
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visit to Europe. 

I have written a series of articles 
in Polish on the north-west of B.C. 
and the enclosed clipping is the open- 
ing column of one of them (The Golden 
Pan), where Quesnel is mentioned as 
the capital of the Cariboo Country and 
your Digest - it’s voice. Sometimes 
this winter they should appear in book 
form under the title of ‘‘The Trappers 
Trail’’ (in Polish) and I will send you 
a copy of it. 


George Dymny, 


Toronto, Ontario. 


Editor: 

I thank you for an interesting lunch- 
hour with the last issue of Northwest 
Digest. I particularly enjoyed the 
Buffalo story. Through the ads for 
accomodation I travelled all the way 
northand up the Alaska Highway. One 
really should do these things and not 
be tied down to a pay-day, don’t you 
agree? 


Marjorie G. Overing, 
Montreal, Quebec. 


## Right, Marjorie, a trip up the 
Alaska Highway is one everyone 
dreams of doing. And as you say, if 
it is at all possible, it is something 
that everyone should do at least once 
in a lifetime. 


Editor: 

As participants in ‘‘Information 
-Free’’ by Arnold Hagen, we recently 
noticed that we were getting quite a 
few inquiries from our Canadian 
friends. I wrote to Arnold and he 
explained to me that he had space in 
your magazine, Northwest Digest. 

This letter is intended just to let 
you know that the ‘‘Information Free’’ 
response has been excellent and we 
have had many return replies thanking 
us for the help we have given in our 
particular line. 


Lowe’s Inc. 
Edward Lowe, President 


Editor: 

When my subscription expired in 
December ’58 I did not renew it -- 
not because I do not appreciate your 
publication, but because I have at 
least three years of back numbers 
stacked away, awaiting time to read 
them -- andIam running out of storage 
space. 

However, your first number of 1959 
arrived -- stamped with a large 
“Complimentary Copy’’ and another 
reminder that my subscription had 
expired. Now such generosity could 
scarcely be overlooked -- so I for- 
warded a money order for another 
years’ subscription. 

On receipt of your June issue, how- 
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ever, I note that this subscription 
expires inDecember ’59. I appreciate 
your efforts in providing items of in- 
terest concerning the native popula- 
tion of our Interior area. However 
my amusement is slightly mixed with 
annoyance in finding that your ‘‘Com- 
plimentary Copy’’ was an “‘Indian 


Gint so) 
Norman Fowler, 
White Moose Resort, 
Glintony. BiG. 
## Not exactly an ‘“‘Indian Gift’’ 


Norman, but a ‘“‘Digest’’ gift. When 
your copy was mailed your addresso- 
graph plate hadn’t returned with the 
new expiry date. You will note that 
on this issue your subscription ex- 


pires in February, 1960. We are 
pleased to note that our readers are 
so observant. 


Editor: 

You will be interested to hear that 
results from the advertisement on 
our ‘‘Roam-A-Float’’ were satisfac- 
tory - more so in fact than from one 
of the larger coastal newspapers. You 
willappreciate that this means a great 
deal to a young company who have just 
started in business. We hope to do 
more business with you during the 
early part of 1960. 


Anthony Robb, Director, 
Roam-A-Float Ltd. , 
Kamloops. 


ak IN 


{ t RS ae rs Ya 
ALA (BE mt 7 


oe 
rf 


kk 


TRUE LIFE ADVENTURE 


** ACTION FEATURES 


kk 
kk 
xk 


EDUCATIONAL ARTICLES 
HUNTING AND FISHING DATA 
TRAVEL INFORMATION 


plus many other popular articles on 
British Columbia and the Yukon are 
regular features in the Digest. 


The Digest is a family magazine, 
appropriate for everyone. Take ad- 
vantage of our "Eight for Ten" plan 
and give Digest gift subscriptions. 
See Pages 6 and 39 for details. 
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GIBBS TOOL & STAMPING WORKS LTD. 


+ MANUFACTURING QUALITY FISHING TACKLE FOR OVER 50 YEARS 
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Klahowya, Tillicums! That’s 4 
greeting which needs no translation 
in British Columbia, but there are 
probably few other Chinook words that 
wouldn’t require some explanation for 


December 1959 


the general reader in these latter 
days. 

It is hard to believe that only two 
generations ago, Chinook had such 
wide currency it was the language of 


a monthly publication with a circula- 
tion of 2,500. And just a little over a 
century ago the first newspaper pub- 
lished in the British Northwest had its 
Chinook edition. It was the language 
by which Indian communicated with 


Please turn to Page 37 
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Although totem poles were shunned a few years ago, there has recently grown a realization of 
their true worth and they are being accorded the prominence due these outstanding examples 


of a highly developed native art. 


Totem Park in Victoria. 


Above is a Kwakiutl House with 


its totem in Thunderbird 


B.C. Government photo 


REVIVAL OF THE 
TOTEMS 


ELSIE 


VESSIE McLEOD 


A generation ago most people, in- 
cluding the majority of the natives 
themselves, considered the totem 
poles of the British Columbia Indians 
little more than carved monstrosities, 
fit for only rejection or pity. Today 
there is spreading an understanding 
of what the poles are worth to the 
world of art and culture, and what 


they meant to the Indians. Just as 
important, there has been a stripping 
away of the countless erroneus super- 
stitions that had gathered around 
them. Unique, primitive, they tower 
in museums all over the world, and 
Indian carvers such as Jimmy John 
and Mungo Martin are busy at this 
skill of their forefathers, secure in 
the knowledge that their work is 
acceptable anywhere. 

Fortunately the anthropologists saw 
the totems in proper perspec!'ve from 
the early days. So did the few native 
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To many people the winter woods are silent, lonely, and colorless. 


by 


GRANT MADISON 


Illustration by Gwen Lewis 


But to the 


author they are home, a home he finds alive with sound, sparklingwith color, and 
abounding with so many things to do that the winter days are too short and too few. 


Itis usually around Christmas that 
the first heavy snows come to my 
valley in the Selkirks. I watch the 
bakers’ caps puff out on the stumps 
and hear the rivers’ voices grow 
fainter and fainter as the snow muffles 
them. Itfalls all through the day until 
the nearby mountains resemble a 
many-tiered St. Patrick’s cake thats 
covered with frosted candles. As night 
descends even these fade into paleness 
and there is nothing left in all the silent 
world except my little cabin and the 
great white conifer tents which are 
pitched around it. The only sound is 
Big Boy’s contented chuckle as he 
devours his meal of fir and hemlock. 
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I look outside and can see no color 
anywhere. The earth has drawn up a 
fluffy white eiderdown and gone to 
sleep. 

Bringing in snow-covered logs for 
the fireplace and dry wood for the 
kitchen stove is the first brisk ad- 
venture of a winter morning. Then 
water must be carried from the river 
and long paths shovelled through the 
unbroken blanket of white which 
stretches to the horizon and beyond. 
It is still dark when I go down to the 
river to fill my water pails and the 
morning star glistens like a great 
silver beacon at the gate of heaven. 
The river speaks in whispers as 


though afraid of waking the earthfrom 
sleep and I almost feel as though I 
had not wakened myself, but was still 
happily lost ina white dream of beauty. 

Later there is a dark blue sky which 
has just been dipped in night, witha 
flush of rose across it laying a pale 
pink pattern on the winter snow. The 
trees, even to the smallest twig, are 
piled with gleaming crystals. Later 
still the rising sun makes Fireweed 
Mountain so brilliant thatit hurts my 
eyes to look at it. Both cabin and 
valley are brighter than they have been 
since October, even though the sun 
never tops the mountains now. The 
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of the search. 


Starving, half frozen, hundreds of 
miles from habitation, the plight of 
Emil Kading and Bob Martin seemed 
hopeless. In wilderness silence 
broken only by trees cracking protest 
at the bitter cold, they huddled eight- 
een hours a day in sleeping bags far 
too light for Yukon winter. Starvation 
that had already claimed their com- 
panion, Paddy Burke, had reduced 
them to emaciated scarecrows bat- 
tling feebly to stave off the icy fingers 
of death. As cold grey dawn followed 
cold dark night their grasp on life 
weakened until they knew that soon 
the breath of neither would disturb 
the frigid blanket of winter that nature 
had spread. 

Their ordeal started innocently 
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In the early winter of 1930 a single engine Junkers aircraft with three men aboard went missing 
in the mountain torn wilderness of the Yukon. 


enough. Robert Martin, a prospector , 
had chartered a _ pontoon-equipped 
Junkers aircraft at Atlin for a trip to 
a Hudson Bay Poston the Liard River 


in the Yukon. With Paddy Burke as 
pilot and Emil Kading as engineer 
they left on October 10, 1930. The 
outward journey was uneventful but 
shortly after they took off on their way 
home they ran into an Arctic blizzard. 
The storm blanketed the pass which 
led through the 8,000 feet Pelly Moun- 
tains and when they encountered snow 
at1,000 feet, Burke knew it was time 
to sit down. He made an emergency 
landing on the Liard river and the 
three men huddled overnight to await 
dawn and possibly better weather. 
Next morning snow was still falling 


The subsequent search and rescue by a _ single 
plane over jagged, unsurvéyed country was an epic of heroism. The map above shows the locale 
The Alaska Highway is shown but at the time there were no roads in the Yukon. 
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heavily but after a meal of beans, 
bread, and coffee, the three unani- 
mously agreed to take off. They well 
knew that in that mountainous region 
one storm could follow another for 
days and even weeks. ‘‘I don’t know 
about you fellows, but I have no desire 
to eat beans for a month,’’ Martin 
said jokingly, not realizing that 
shortly he would relish not only beans 
but any other kind of food. 

Although the Liard was now running 
heavy with slush, they took off without 
incident and headed southeastward on 
a course that would take them over 
Teslin, Gladys and Surprise lakes. 
However visibility grew worse every 
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Above--Signs pointing out some of the eaane of interest in the famous 
; mining center. 
Below--Life size mannequins depict the event which gave Barkerville 
birth, the discovery of gold below the Williams Creek canyon by Billy 
Barker in 1862 at a depth of 52 feet. 
b B.C. Government photos 


by 
ART DOWNS 


A ghost town she is called by many, 
a ghost town with the official name of 
Barkerville, born is 1862 when a 
deserting sailor struck gold on the 
long buried channel of a glacial 
stream. To the casual observer she 
isn’t impressive, a weary collection 
of aging buildings squeezed against 
the bank of a mountain creek. She 
has stood thus for over ninety years, 
almosta century of watching the snows 
of winter gild the peaks of the sur- 
rounding Cariboo mountains, then the 
warm winds of spring licking them 
bare again. With the coming of each 
summer her hopes for survival di- 
minished, her golden past became a 
little more forgotten, her population 
fewer and fewer until there were more 
buildings than people. 

But the name ghost town is in- 
correct. She never did reach this 
dreary status. Always there were 
a few to tread her single main street, 
a few to gather the relics of a flam- 
boyant past, a few with faith in her 
future. They knew that once she had 
the largest population north of San 
Francisco, and they somehow felt that 
she would not be left to crumble} 
forlorn and forgotten. And this faith 
is being rewarded. 

She isn’t rising in the rip-roaring 
fashion of the 1860’s when she flared 
in the wilderness, her golden flame 
attracting the attention of the world 
and changing the course of history. 
Today her progress is orderly and 
planned. And the nuggets are not gold 
but people. Less than a hundred a 
few years ago, then a dramatic in- 
crease to 5,000 last year and over 
10,000 this year. The future total is 
unknown, but many believe that 100,- 
000 visitors a year is entirely poss- 
ible. 

Why the sudden interest in this 
collection of frame buildings on the 
gravel strewn channel of Williams 
Creek? Why not let them be flattened 
by winter snows and swept away by 
spring floods? 

The answer is that British Colum- 
bians are becoming increasingly in- 
terested in the history of their pro- 
vince. More and more they are 
realizing that Barkerville is the last 
major tangible link with the Cariboo 
gold rush. And they know that more 
than anything else, this gold rush is 
responsible for the birth of the pro- 
vince and quite likely for a Canadian 
nation exhisting from Atlantic to 
Pacific. 

Continued next Page 
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Prior to the 1860's the sprawling area 
west of the Rockies to the coast and 
north from the 49th parallel to the Arctic 
was virtually unknown. A few Hudson's 
Bay Posts were scattered through the 
area, tenuously linked by brigade trails 
and canoes of the courier-de-bois. 
South of the border the Americans were 
pouring into Washington and Oregon 
territory and it was only a matter of 


time before they spilled overthe border 
into the void to the north. 

Then in 1858 gold was discovered on 
the lower Fraser and miners began a 
relentless surgenorthward in search of 
the mother lode. They invaded the fur 
trader's domain and pushed north, east , 
and west. They panned the gravel as 
they went, and they branched into a 
thousand unknown creeks, streams, 
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“STUDIO RESTAURANT” 
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Vancouver's Motel of Distinction 


Every room with its own picture window, many 
overlooking the beantiful hanging gardens in the 
courtyard. Entire building of reinforced concrete. 


Fireproof and soundproof throughout. Elevator. 


Luxurious furnishings and interlor decor. Wonder- 
ful meals available from chef-managed, superbly 
Free television and radio, of 


modern kitchens. 
course! 


* MEMBER «+ 
APPEARANCE: 


COMFORT: 


CONGRESS 


MOTOR HOTELS 


General attractiveness of the interior and 
exterior premises of the Motor Hotel, and 
its appeal to the traveling public. 


Modern bedding, up-to-date furnishings 
and appointments, adequate lighting, 
ample hot water and linens. 


IN DOWNTOWN VANCOUVER, B.C. 
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and valleys. Thus it was that in the 
autumn of 1860 a party comprising of 
Doc Keithley, John Rose, George Weaver 
and Ben MacDonald found themselves 
at the headwaters of the Quesnel River 
in the Cariboo Mountains. It was a 
vast empty land, broken by mountains 
towering to 7,000 feet, scarred by 
dozens of creeks and rivers. It didn't 
look promising but with miner's opti- 
mism they wandered this way then the 
other, testing carefully every waterway. 
Then they found the gold. It lay in the 
crevasses of the small creek, it lay in 
the gravel, and it lay exposed on bare 
rocks. With surging hopes they pounded > 
claim stakes and made their camp, but 
next morning their enthusiasm was 
dampened. They awoke to find a blan- 
ket of snow over the land, and mining 
impossible. Vowing to keep their find 
a secret, they prepared to wait the 
dawn of spring. 

But news of gold will not keep and 
a stampede was soon underway. As 
the snows of winter waned a torrent of 


The restored front parlor of the 


Bowron residence. John Bowron 
Barkerville’s first gold 
commissioner anda member of the 
famous overlanders of 1862. The 
piano arrived in Barkerville about 
1865, andfor the last fifteen miles 
of its journey was carried by six 
men. 
en frame and survivedthe fire of 
1868. 
B.C. Government photo 
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miners invaded the mountain wilder- 
ness. One party headed by William 
Dietz discovered gold ona small creek 
named Williams in his honor, But its 
yield was insignificant and disgruntled 
miners took to callingit Humbug creek. 
Then one day a miner with nothing 
better to do dug down through the sur- 
face gravel. At 15 feet he hit pay dirt 
and brought up gold by the pound. It 
was Humbug creek no longer. 

In 1861 a former sailer called Billy 
Barker arrived with hopes’ of a golden 
fortune. But all productive ground had 
long been staked so Barker looked else- 
where. Williams creek ran through a 
small canyon and below the canyon was 
unstaked because everyone considered 
it worthless. Barker and his party 
decided that this was as good a place 
as anywhere and started digging. To 
the jeers of the other miners they dug 
ten feet, then twenty, then thirty, then 
fifty. By now no one paid much atten- 
tion to them until one day they started 
bringing up a thousand dollars in gold 
for every foot of gravel. An immediate 
rush took place for ground below the 
canyon and as miners poured in a 
collection of saloons and other build- 
ings sprang up just downstream from 
Barker's claim. In appreciation it was 
named Barkerville. 

In the wake of Barker came others 
who where to sink even richer shafts , 
and with these miners came men who 
were to keep law and order: Begbie , 
Brew, and Cox, to name a few. To 
provide access to the new gold fields 
men of vision authorized the building 
of almost four hundred miles of road 
northward through wilderness from Yale 
on the Fraser river to Barkerville. On 
this wagon road stopping places ap- 
peared, many destined to grow into 
communities and towns. To feed the 
miners and supply the growing popu- 
lation men bound for the goldfields 
turned to the soil instead and started 
farms and ranches. Soon these farmers 
and ranchers and roadhouse proprietors 
raised families and the region was no 
longer empty wilderness. This chain 
of events started by the gold rush was 
directly responsible for the birth in 1871 
of the Province of British Columbia. 

In the gold beltitself the creeks were 
soon relieved of their treasure and the 
area waned. The communities that had 
sprouted, Cameronton, Richfield, Kelly- 
ville and others disappeared virtu- 
ally without trace. All that remained 
was Barkerville, and as time passed it 
too seemed destined to be swept away 
by spring freshet or consumed by sum- 
mer fire. 
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But a few years ago the late Ralph 
Chetwynd, then M.L.A.forthe Cariboo , 
proposed that the Province should re- 
store Barkerville. Alvin Johnston, Bill 
Speare, and many others supported this 
view and a brief was presented to the 
Government. In due course the area 
was officially created a park and funds 
made available to start the restoration 


program. 

Although the Parks Department took 
over the restoration project little more 
than a year ago, already they have com- 
pleted an impressive program ona slim 
budget. They collected historical ma- 
terial sufficient to fill twowarehouses , 
erected directional signs allover, built 
a campsite, and completed major re- 
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construction projects on many build- 
ings. Moses barber shop, McArthur 
blacksmith shop, the Gold Commis- 
sioners office, Trapper Dan's cabin, 
the Bowron House, and several other 
buildings have been wholly or partially 
restored to the period prior to 1885, 

Currently the most popular attraction 
is the museum, temporarily located in 
the former Kelly Hotel. In the museum 
the entire story of the gold rush is pre- 
sented in easy to understand maps, 
sketches, photos, and exhibits. Panels 
of information show the routes taken 
by miners to the goldfields, the manner 
inwhich gold was discovered, why gold ~ 
was present in unbelievable quantity 
on some creeks but not on others, 
mining methods, and similar data. 

On display are dozens of historical 
articles, including Billy Barker's broad- 
axe, rifles and revolvers used by the 
miners, a strongbox used on stage- 
coaches to transport the bullion, gold 
pans, and many similar items. Of par- 
ticularinterestis acopy of the Cariboo 
Sentinel published in Barkerville on 
September 22, 1868. The paper de- 
scribes the famous fire, recording that 
one hundred sixteen buildings were 
burned, including three breweries, 
thirteen saloons, plus another saloon 
used as a church, 

In the restoration program the current 
most pressing requirements are com- 
pletion of property purchases and a 
new museum. When Barkerville was 
declared a park about one-half the area 
was crown owned and since then another 
twenty per cent has been purchased, 
Howeveritis vital that the Government 
control every piece of ground. At 
present there is nothing to stop some- 
one building a gas station or souvenir 
shop stocked with Japanese trinkets 
right in the middle of the town. Such 
adevelopment would destory the effect 
of the entire project. 

It was hoped to start construction of 
a museum this year but no money was 
available. Plans for the museum are 
well advanced and the projected build- 
ing will be among the most modern of 
its type in the world. If money is 
available construction could start next 
year, but even if it does the building 
wouldn't be ready until 1962. A new 
museum will greatly aid Park officials 
in their search for historical material , 
The current building is not fire proof 
and because ofthis many people hesi- 
tate to part with non-replaceable his- 
torical treasures, 

Although the restoration program is 
being undertaken by the Government, 
everyone in B.C. and other parts of 
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Canada can be of assistance. Ches 
Lyons, in charge of special projects 
for the Department of Recreation and 
Conservation, emphasized this. 

"This project belongs toallof B,C.," 
he said, “and it is something in which 
everyone may participate. There is 
hardly a home that hasn't got something 
of value for us. An entire town has to 
be rebuilt and furnished, and thousands 
of articles are going to be required. 
For example whenwe setup the Bowron 
front parlor we didn't have a teapot or 
even a saucer. For Mose's barber shop 
we had only one shaving mug, we should 
have had a dozen, 

We welcome any house furnishings, 
dishes, blacksmith tools, in fact any- 
thing at all up to the period ending in 
1885. It might sound strange but we 
find that. the most ordinary objects 
usually give us the most trouble. 
Medicine bottles for one thing, old 
button shoes for another. We dis- 
covered that the shortage in button 
shoes resulted because Americans 
bought them, filled them with cement, 
and used them for lampstands. 

We acknowledge all donations and 
permanently record the name of the 
donor. We have already received 
dozens of items from people interested 
in the restoration program. For in- 
stance we recentlyreceived from Mrs. 
Arthur Haddock of Williams Lake, Billy 
Barker's watch and two of his gold 
pokes. Those wishing to donate items 
can send small articles direct to Les 
Cook, Park Ranger at Barkerville. For 
larger items drop a letter explaining 
what you have and we will call to see 
if it is useful," 

Ches Lyons also pointed out that 
besides individuals, there is ample 
scope in Barkerville for the efforts of 
Service Clubs and Companies. For 
instance the Kiwanas are very inter- 
ested in the Barkerville cemetary and 
are busy making special pickets for the 
old graves. The Chinese and White 
Masonic Orders could take overor else 
finance the restoration of their re- 
spective lodge buildings. The Hudson's 
Bay Company could support restoration 
of their store and some of the banks 
could sponsor one of the bank build- 
ings. The same applies to the Canadian 
Bar Association. Currently nothing is 
being done to preserve the courthouse 
at Richfield because it is outside park 
limits. Since Richfield pre-dated Bar- 
kerville it would be appropriate to re- 
store at least the building in which 
famed Judge Begbie held court. 

The restoration of Barkerville is a 
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far bigger project than the average Another way that building at Barker- 


person imagines. It could take upto ville differs from normal is that very 
twenty-five years, depending on how little of what is being done is evident. 
quickly money is available, and cost For instance the verandah of the museum 
millions of dollars. Over one hundred was replaced this summer but immedi- 


buildings have completely disappeared 
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A section of the museum, temporarily located in the former Kelly Hotel. The painting on the 
left is by N. H. Frome, and shows the fire which wiped out the first Barkerville. In the lower 
center is a strongbox of the type used to transport gold on the stage coaches. 
B.C. Government photo 


ately painted to give it an ancient, 
weatherbeaten look. As Les Cook 
pointed out, $2,000 can be spent re- 
pairing a foundation, yet to the casual 
observer the building looks exactly as 
left by the miners. This is the effect 
that reconstruction personnel are 
striving for, and they are succeeding. 

In the museum there is a counter 
which gives all engaged in the restor- 
ation program afeeling of satisfaction. 
It was built by Eldon Bennett, carpen- 
ter foreman, and looks so authentic 
that several old timers visiting Barker- 
ville remarked that they recall seeing 
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the counter in the Kelly Hotel over forty 
years ago. 

In restoring a building there is con- 
siderable work before even a board can 
be sawn. The first thing is ensuring 
that itis relevant. About one half of 
buildings now standing were built after 
1885 and must come down, since res- 
toration covers the period from the 
1860's to 1885. 

Determining the historical signifi- 
cance of a building is primarily the 
task of staff artist N.H. Frome. This 
summer he spent many hours checking 
photos, written records, and other 


Part of the 
Barkerville 
cemetary. 
The head- 
board on 
the left 
commem- 
orates the 
first man 
to be 
buried in 
the grave 
yard. 


available data. From all this he made 
sketches of buildings long disappeared 
and then pieced them all together to 
form the main street. The sketches 
were again checked with all data and 
shown to old timers Fred Tregillus, Joe 
Wendle, and others whose memories of 
Barkerville date back fifty or even sixty 
years. The final result is that main 
street has been created on paper as it 
appeared ninety years ago. 

A bonus of this checking was that 
details of Barkerville's overhead street 
bridge were uncovered. Everyone had 
forgotten it existed, then Wiggs O'Neill 
of Smithers mentioned the bridge ina 
letter and asearch started for informa- 
tion. All photos were again carefully 
scanned and on one of them steps were 
noticed where there was no logical ex- 
planation for steps. On the theory that 
the steps could have been part of the 
bridge, Frome went to work with his 
pad and pencil. With sketches to jog 
theirmemories several old timers were 
able to furnish additional details and 
now when reconstruction of the main 
street is completed the bridge will be 
prominent. 

Immediate plans fornext year depend 
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on money allocated, but Park officials 
hope to open four more exhibit build- 
ings, erect additional interpretive 
signs, and add another dimension to 
the exhibits--that of sound. If records 
can be obtained they hope to have 
appropriate music coming from the 
exhibit buildings: honky-tonk from the 
saloons, fashionable music from the 
Bowron parlor, Chinese music from the 
Chinese buildings, and so forth. 

One building destined for early res- 
toration is the Wake-Up-Jake Coffee 
Saloon, built by Andrew Kelly shortly 


toy 


after the Barkerville fire of 1868. It is 
hoped to recapture the entire atmos- 
phere of the cafe. While beans and 
bacon were staples ofthe first miner's 
diet, in later years eggs, Cariboo beef, 
vegetables, turkeys, and most other 
foodstuff was available. With this 
choice there will be no problem serving 
meals that are authentic and also 
appealing. 

The cafe and music are further in- 
stances in which everyone can aid the 
restoration. Oldrecordings ofall types 
are needed, and so are dishes, pots 
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the cemetary. 


and pans, cutlery, furnishings, in fact 
everything that would be found in an 
1870 coffee saloon. 

Another project scheduled is an out- 
door museum that will feature methods 
used by miners to extract the gold. 
Included will be the picturesque Cornish 
pumps used to keep shafts dry, rockers, 
sluice boxes, hydraulic equipment, and 
similar mining apparatus. In addition 
there will be grist mills, sawmills, 
and other equipment which depended on 
horses for power, and whip-saw pits 
in which lumber was cut by hand. 
Where possible exhibits will be ar- 
ranged so that visitors can see them in 
operation and even participate them- 
selves. After a few minutes in a whip- 
saw pit a person can far better appre- 
ciate the ordeal of the pioneers than 
by looking at a static exhibit. 

When the restoration is completed 
British Columbia will have an attraction 
unique in North America, a genuine 
segment of acolorful past. It will be 
a living memorial to those who broached 
the unknown and opened the wilderness 
for forthcoming generations. As a 
plaque on an exhibit in the Barkerville 
museum points out "Every person in 
British Columbia enjoys a better life 
today because of the events that took 
place here a century ago." 


THE END 
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REVIVAL OF THE TOTEMS 
Continued from Page 8 


artists who had the faith to continue 
striving in the face of indifference and 
ridicule. And behind these few who 
kept the totems from disappearing 
entirely was another force. The poles 
might have been grotesque and ugly, 
as many said, but they held a fascin- 
ation impossible to ignore. They were 
aboriginal art that has never been 
surpassed, and with the shaking down 
of time they found their proper level. 
The Indians were master carvers 
long before white men appeared along 
what is now British Columbia, Alaska 
and Washington. The earliest of the 
explorers, from Shapely in 1640, down 
through Perez and Quadra, to Captain 
Cook in1778, all mentioned the Indian 
carvings. These carvings ranged 
from the house-front poles flanking 
doorways of the massive cedar lodges 
to house corner posts, and from 
mortuary poles in which were placed 
the ashes of the dead to the smaller 
ceremonial masks, charms and staffs. 
But there is nowhere any mention of 
totem poles as we know them. 
Archaeologists established that 
totems aren’t nearly as old as is 
commonly believed. It is intriguing 
to picture primeval British Colum- 
bia’s rain-swept coast,its magnificent 
backdrop of mountains fronted with 


pagan totems, but the picture, en- 
grossing as it might be, has no basis 
in fact. The totems evolved almost 
entirely during the latter part of the 
19th century, and so the oldest are 
only some years past the century 
mark. 

The master carvers among the 
Indians were the warlike Haidas of 
the Queen Charlotte Islands, and the 
tribes along the Nass River in north- 
ern British Columbia--the Tlingit 
and Tsimshian. These Indians carved 
everything from utensils and fish 
lures to the much-dreaded, ocean- 
going war canoes that ranged, in the 
case of the Haidas, as far south as 
California in search of barter and 
slaves. And it was here, either along 
the Nass, or among the Haidas, that 
the first real totems were born. 

Apparently it was contact with the 
white man that started them. This 
influence came not only from the sea 
to the west, with the fur traders and 
explorers, but overland from beyond 
the eastern mountains with the fur 
traders and the coureurs de bois. 

Previous to the white influx the In- 
dians had made do with rather prim- 
itive tools, though they had long had 
access to metal tools, for Japanese 
junks and occasionally Japanese fish- 
ermen were washed ashore and sal- 
vaged, along with the other inevitable 
flotsam swept across the Pacific. 


The Indians swiftly realized the su- 
periority of the white man’s tools, 
and they became the most sought after 
item when the fur traders came. 
Prior to the fur traders only the 
wealthy had good tools, but now they 
were in reach of any who had furs to 
trade, and carving soon swelled to 
unbelievable proportions. 

Perhaps these people couldn’t have 
been so preoccupied with their art of 
carving if it hadn’t been for the happy 
fact that they didn’t have to fight the 
year round for survival. They lived 
by the sea and it was natural that they 
turned to the abundance of food, easily 
taken, in the ocean and the rivers. 
There was a wealth of variety, all the 
species of salmon, halibut, cod, 
eulachon, trout, and many more. 
These could be dried and smoked for 
winter use, so hard work during the 
fishing season meant months of lei- 
sure later. 

The comparative mildness of the 
coastal winters brought no dreaded 
intense cold. Instead it was a period 
of ee ae Tinea and elaborate cer- 
emonials for which fanciful masks 
and other stage equipment were re- 
quired. In the long, rainy winter 
nights the grotesque masks and rattles 
moved and sounded in the big cedar 
lodges, while the carved corner posts 
stood guard over the revelry. In 
appreciation ofa happy environment, 
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these people made beauty out of every- 
day things, and turned much of their 
free time to beautifying withcarvings. 

The Coast Indians are very differ- 
ent from the other Indians on the con- 
tinent. It seems likely they migrated 
from Asia. Many things point this 
way--their myths and dirges have 
Asian parallels, and some of the myths 
tellof migration from across the sea. 
But the one feature more than anything 
else that set them apart was their 
highly developed art. And as their 
entire society hinged on display, per- 
haps the totems were inevitable, for 
few would deny theyare a very effec- 
tive form of display. 

All families had symbols which — 
were property marks, originally put 
on house fronts, garments and house- 
hold possessions. They varied with 
each family and were their hereditary 
right. It was a crime to steal them, 
and more than a few bitter feuds were 
started this way. 

Some of the symbols had myths 
attached to them, but whatever the 
story they carried, they amounted to 
the equivalent of the white man’s 
coat-of-arms. This fact tears to 
shreds the belief, especially among 
early missionaries, that the poles 
were worshipped. This unfortunate 
idea played a large part in the death 
of the totems, and with it, the Indian’s 
way of life. 

The simple idea behind carving a 
totem was to show off the owner’s 
coat-of-arms, and make him import- 
ant. Wealth was everything, so any- 
one not a slave could rise, through 
wealth, to the highest ranks. And as 
raising a totem took much wealth, not 
only because of the totem itself, but 
for the potlatch which was given to 
attend its erection, it is easy to see 
how totems became the favorite way 
for showing off. Rivalry was keen, 
since each tried to erecta bigger and 
better pole. As long as this incentive 
was present the Indians prospered, 
and so did their art. 

Though the raising of a totem looks 
on the surface as nothing more than a 
sign of incredible vanity, it was far 
more. The accompanying potlatch 
had as its main feature the lavish 
giving away of gifts. When the totem 
raiser, resplendent in holiday attire , 
stood. on the beach or river bank and 
waved goodbye to the hundreds of 
guests departing in their dug-out 
canoes, he was bankrupt in the or- 
dinary sense of the word. But he had 
more than anempty lodge and pocket- 
book--he had areal sense of security 
brought by the unwavering and un- 
changeable custom that everyone Who 
had taken advantage of his extravagant 
hospitality had to repay, with interest , 
within a certain reasonable time. If 
he died, his heirs would be paid. It 
amounted to an ingenious form of 
insurance. 
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The myths behind the totems sym- 
bols are many and varied. They centre 
around phenomena and the animals, 
fish and birds the Indians knew, 
making the totems the visual symbol 
of their folklore. 

They believed that animals were 
people in disguise, and so there are 
many stories of personalized animals. 
There’s the tale of how the bear got 
his claws, how the mosquito became 
a nuisance, how the thunderbird makes 
lightning by the flickers of his eyes, 
and thunder by flapping his wings. 
There are versions ofthe story of the 
flood, a story of volcanic eruption, 
a tar-baby theme, and countless 
others. Many are common to folklore 
everywhere, but the Indians of the 
northwest coast were the only ones to 
interpret folklore into totems. 

There are also the symbols brought 
about by white men, though these are 
perhaps not as important. It is sig- 
nificant that the beaver, common on 
totems, is shown on the Hudson’s Bay 
Company crest. The Russians intro- 
duced an eagle symbol, and there are 
many cases where white men had their 
likeness carved on poles. 

The method of starting a totem was 
routine. A carver was chosen, the 
forest searched for a suitable cedar 
tree. It was felled and floated down 
the green coastal waters to the place 
of carving. Sometimes honored guests 
took the first whacks at the pole, much 
as white people lay cornerstones and 
turn sod. The pole was marked into 
a number of equal sections and the 
carver set to work, often in complete 
secrecy, carving the symbols the 
owner had chosen. The adze was his 
principal tool, but he used others, 
including mallets, chisels, and sand- 
paper made from sharkskin. 

If he had no freedom in choosing 
the symbols, the carver surely took 
a free hand in other ways. On totems 
a frog will appear as large as a griz- 
zly, and as all carvers had a horror 
of empty spaces he filled blank spots 
with varied things, the most common 
being the oval eye-forms. Balance 
of design was most important, and 
great liberties were taken with the 
art form. If the symbol parts failed 
to fit, some were simply taken out 
and placed elsewhere. For instance , 
the eyes of a dogfish might be placed 
next tothe mouth. Realism was judged 
unimportant. Instead there were 
features that made it possible to 
recognize what was intended. Women 
were distinguished by labrets, a 
beaver by his prominent teeth, and so 
forth. Straight lines were taboo and 
so were sharp angles. 

As wealth poured from the fur 
traders, and the carving of the totems 
blossomed into their golden age, it 
must have seemed at first to the In- 
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The casual observer coming upon this fine carving in the wilderness of 
Tweedsmuir Park near Burns Lake would probably consider it part of 
a pagan ritual. Actually it is the equivalent of our head-stones. 


A fullreport onthe recent meeting in Kitimat 
of the Associated Boards of Trade and Cham- 
bers of Commerce. Over 300 delegates 
were present at the meeting addressed by 
the Prime Minister of Canada and the Gov- 
ernor of Alaska. 


See Pages 6 & 39 for special **EIGHT for TEN” 
Christmas Gift rates. 


Nothing like that sugar cane 
flavor for pancakes and waffles! 
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Peace River country, a broad flat land, with granular 
snow chasedacross stubble fields by prairie winds. 
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y from the U.S. border 2,000 miles northward to the Arctic 
; westward to the Pacific, Christmas dawns ona land of 
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George 40 degrees below has been recorded. But in this 
Ys beauty ranging from the cathedral hush of snow shrouded 
fPacific surfagainst some 7,000 miles of rocky coastline. 


REBIRTH OF THE TOTEMS 
Continued from Page 21 


dians they had reached the heights. 
This art spread swiftly southward, 
for the Indians, blessed with waters 
sheltered from the full fury of the 
Pacific, were great travellers. But 
under the surface, the structure of 
their life was resting on a crumbling 
foundation. The firm base they had 
built over the years was shaky with 
the impact of the whites, and what was 
taking its place was rotten from the 
start. 

The Europeans introduced disease; 
smallpox and tuberculosis were the 
worst, but they also brought alcohol, 
and the opportunity for women to make 
money by prostitution. The original 
idea of the poles was replaced by the 
desire for a bigger and better pole, 
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regardless of whether it could be 
afforded, or how the money was 
acquired. The building of canneries 
drew the natives into a different way 
of living, made them abandon their 
traditional homes. The missionaries 
contributed to the coming chaos when 
they took strong and disapproving 
stands against both totems and pot- 
latches. 

When the Federal Government put 
an official ban on the potlatches it 
signed the final death warrant of the 
totems, and almost of the Indians 
themselves. After all, they decided, 
what was the use of carving if the 
carvings couldn’t be shown at a pot- 
latch, or given away as potlatch gifts ? 
What use a totem, when it could pro- 
claim nothing, and if it were bad in 
the eyes of missionaries and govern- 
ment? 


“Hold it Henry! It says here they're herons, not storks.” 


24 


B.C. 


Nor could the existing totems be 
kept in repair, for custom decreed 
that such repair must be attended by 
a potlatch. Ina short time the broken, 
sagging, neglected poles, leaning out 
of the coastal underbrush that sur- 
rounded abandoned villages, became 
a symbol of the state of the Indians 
themselves. 

Fortunately there had been a few 
far-seeing white men who had gauged 
the worth of the totems. These men 
had managed to preserve many of the 
poles, and also collected the stories 
behind some of them. But in spite of 
this, years passed in which both 
totems and their makers were de- 
spised. If the average British Co- 
lumbian thought at all of the poles he 
encountered at every turn on his coast, 
it was with a sense of shame and 
irritation that the Indians had seen fe 
to hew such barbaric figures out of 
the giant trees and place them here, 
there and everywhere. 

Still, it was inevitable that the 
totems would eventually regain their 
deserved stature when they came to 
be understood. It was a slow, painful 
process, during which the opinions 
and findings of the anthropologists 
seeped through to the general public. 
The change is still not complete, 
nevertheless itis hard to go far today 
on Canada’s west coast without being 
brought face-to-face with well-pre- 
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Shetland Ponies. Young mares 
foal. Registered copper coloured 
stallion, some registered hors 
colt weaners, and grade hors 
colts. Also some nice saddle 
horses. Write orcallat Dot Pony 
Ranch, Dot, B.C., by Spences 
Bridge for further details. 
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MU 3-5771 101 Cordova St., W. Vancouver 
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5680 Kingsway, South Bumaby, B.C. 


Not all totems were carved from wood. These beautiful miniatures 
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aurants and photo studios as well as 
in parks, and broaches, earrings and 
teapots can be bought in their likeness. 
The B.C. Electric Company’s buses 
in Vancouver have totems painted on 
their sides, and one year the pro- 
vince’s car license plates had a totem 
onthem. Then thereisthe move afoot 
to call British Columbia ‘‘Totem- 
land’’! 

The totems do have their rightful 
place in the world of art, and genuine 
poles bring a good price. The poles 
of Jimmy John, who carves exclusive - 
ly for the Hudson’s Bay Company , 
start at a price of seventy-five cents 
for small ones and range up to three 
hundred ninety-five dollars for a five 
footone. Soon priceless Indian relics 
that have been stored in Ottawa’s 
National Museum will be returned to 
B.C. and housed in an Indian lodge 
being erected for that purpose by the 
Puntledge tribe and people of Court- 
enay, B.C. 

So, from the dregs of complete re- 
jection the Coast Indians’ art has at 
last regained some measure of the 
stature it deserves, and the average 
white man has come to be proud of 
the totems. And the Indians them- 
selves are slowly winning their battle 
for equality in their own land. Jimmy 
John, Mungo Martin, Ellen Neel, and 
other Indians who kept faith in their 
art when everything seemed lost, must 
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Dog Days Of Hazelton 
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Dogs arriving in Hazelton in the winter of 1911 with the 


mail. 


The community is located on the Skeena river 


some 180 miles upstream from Prince Rupert. 


The Dog was an invaluable animal 
in our hinterland in the early days of 
Hazelton, and Hazelton had its fair 
share of Dogs. 

There were all kinds and breeds of 
Dogs, from the big, strong, Husky 
variety down to the ordinary Indian 
cur, or just plain Dog, and all sizes 
imaginable. In winter, they were used 
extensively as they were all trained 
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as sleigh Dogs and alsoas pack Dogs. 
When the Indians pulled out of town 
for their trapping grounds in the fall, 
all their Dogs went along, and every 
Dog, no matter how small, had his 
pack. The larger Dogs were used in 
pulling sleighs and toboggans and 
making up the dogteams that were 
relied on so much in winter. Many 
fine dogteams were employed by the 
contractors on the river ice, hauling 
mail and express, using either Klon- 
dyke sleighs or toboggans, depending 
on the condition of the ice and snow 
at the particular time of the winter. 
The Dog was an important animal 
during the winter months. He was 
usually fed a kind of rice mulligan, 
boiled in alarge poton the campfire, 
into which a goodly quantity of smoked 
salmon was mixed. The Dog had no 
manners at feeding time. They all 
had to be fed separately and watched 
carefully. The Dog would gobble his 
portion down as fastas he could, then 
try and chase his neighbor away and 
gobble his food too if he wasn’t 
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watched So it was a real chore to 
feed a dogteam, and watch that every 
Dog got his portion. 

When spring time came the scene 
changed, and Old Hazelton became a 
real Dogtown. Ali the work was over 
and there were hundreds around town 
doing all the thieving they could. The 
Indians didn’t do much about feeding 
them in the ‘‘off’’ season, believing 
in the policy, ‘‘No work, no pay’’. 

When the first river steamboat hove 
in sight, usually in May, it was an 
exciting day, as fresh supplies were 
to arrive after the long winter, when 
stocks were nearly exhausted, and 
the shelves in the stores prettybare, 
and the rum in the hotels nearly gone 
or watered too profusely. The Indian 
kids would run around shouting, 
‘‘Steam Boatum Gilhowlie’' (Steam 
boat of the woods). Even the Dogs 
would get excited and repair to the 
river bank and line up. Everybody, 
both Indian and white, would line up: 
at the landing, and when the Captain 
blew his whistle at the big cottonwood 
tree at the point, everyone would 
cheer, and the Dogs would sit down 
on their hindends, open their mouths 
to the sky, and howl their heads off. 
So the first boat to arrive got a real 
noisy greeting. 

There was a real Dog story I re- 
member that went the rounds one 
Christmas, and was considered true 
but funny. The ‘‘Omineca Hotel’’, 
located at one of the main corners of 
the town, and owned by Mr. Jack Sealy , 
had the reputation of serving the best 
rum in town, really free from Skeena 
River water, but on the other hand, 
Jack had the reputation of operating 
the crumiest dining room one could 
imagine. The food was terrible, and 
the environment far from tempting. 
The tables were covered with oil cloth 
of many shades and were a mecca for 
thousands of flies, which were often 
taken for currents. There was a big 
steel triangle hanging out in front of 
the hotel used as a dinner gong. When 
meal time came around the China_ 
cook would come out front and beat 
the triangle to call the diners. The 
Dogs always seemed to know when 
mealtime came around and would 
gather around in swarms, and when 
Sing hit the gong they would sit on 
their haunches and howl in a wonder- 
ful chorus. Christmas day a drunk 
was standing out front, pretty well 
loaded when the gong-went and the 
howles started. He bobbed his head 
up and down a few times, then ad- 
dressing the dogs, he said, ‘‘What’s 
the matter with you guys, you don’t 
have to eat it’’. 


THE END 
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THE ANGLER'S BOOK OF CANADIAN 
FISHES - by F.H. Wooding. 


Collins, 
10 Dyas Road, 
Don Mills, Ontario. 


Price - $6.95 


This isa book which any angler would 
be pleased to find beneath the Christ- 
mas tree. It is refreshing because it 
is written by a Canadian and covers 
only those fish common to the waters 
of Canada. Until this time, with the 
exception of Roderick Haig-Brown's 
books, virtually all fishing books came 
from the United States, and while they 
were excellent, much of the contents 
didn't apply to Canada. This book 
does. 

The author describes over one hun- 
dred fish in detail and of these, fitty- 
one are illustrated in excellent black 
and white drawings by Gordon Fairbairn 
and another four are presented in full 
color. There are almost three hundred 
pages of information and the twenty- 
four chapters cover all fish from Stur- 
geon to Bass, Grayling to Trout, and 
Sunfish to Suckers. It is a book that 
will help settle many of the age old 
arguments common to fishermen. It will 
also provide hours of interesting read- 
ing and considerably enrich the average 
angler's knowledge of the fishes of 
Canada. 

The author is an authority on his 
subject. For ten years he was director 


BOOKSHELF 


of the Information and Educational 
Service of the Federal Department of 
Fisheries and travelled all of Canada 
including the Yukon and N.W.T. Al- 
though he has written many magazine 
articles, this is his first book, and he 
has done an excellent job. 


THE OUTDOORSMAN'S COOKBOOK 
By Arthur H. Carhart. 


Brett-Macmillan Ltd. , 
132 Water Street, 
South Galt, Ontario. 


Price ™ $2.95 


Give the male ofthe species a bottle 
of beer, a couple of other males for 
company, and invariable the talk swings 
to hunting and fishing. From there the 
next stop is outdoor cooking, and 
usually all will yearn for more dexterity 
with a skillet than searing bacon and 
eggs or prying the lid from pork and 
beans. 

Happily the art of ending up with 
more in the stew potthan ashes is one 
mastered without too much trouble. At 
leastit would so appear after spending 
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a few hours with the revised edition ‘of 
"The Outdoorsman's Cookbook". 

Each of the fifteen chapters in this 
book make interesting reading and are 
an outdoor education in themselves. 
In a straightforward, easyflowing style 
they cover all phases of outdoor cook- 
ery from the proper way to build a fire 
to mouth watering wildlife recipes that 
perfectly compliment the tang of birch 
smoke and crisp autumn nights. After 
a few sessions with the book the fledg- 
ling camper will begin to understand 
what outdoor cooking is all about, and 
even those with some experience will 
find many excellent pointers. The book 
ably proves that with a little forethought 
outdoor cooking can be a joy instead 
of a chore. 


BIG PAN-OUT 
By Kathryn Winslow. 


W.W. Norton and Company, 
New York, U.S.A. 
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Serving the North 
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The old saying that the road of life 
is replete with strange twists and turns 
is no more true than in the case of the 
above author and her book about the 
Klondike Gold Rush. 

It all started when an old recluse 
whom she had never met willed her his 
books and papers, including two full 
diaries of his gold rush experiences. 
They so fascinated Miss Winslow that 
she continued reading about the Klon- 
dike and her book was the result. 

Big Pan-Out is the collective story 
of the tens of thousands of men and a 
handful of women who in their frenzied 
stampede to the Klondike undertook 
hardships that would have dismayed an 
Eskimo. Although fewer than one ina 
thousand were destined to pan more 
than enough gold to even pay expenses, 
men starved themselves to death, 
drowned, froze, murdered each other , 
and perished in many other ways as 
they challenged every obstacle ina 
savage land. 

The book captures the cumulative 
hopelessness of their cause, singling 
out for closer scrutiny the glory and 
also the tragedy of some of those who 
were fortunate, and the misery and 
even triumph of those who weren't. 
Aided by maps and photos, the author 
has compiled a very readable account 
of a famous epic. 


THREE AGAINST THE WILDERNESS 
By Eric Collier. 
$4.95 


E. P. Dutton and Company 
300 Fourth Ave., 
New York 10, N.Y. 


The publishers refer to this book as 
one that might very well become a 
classic of wilderness writing, and this 
could easily be true. It has already 
appeared as a Readers Digest con- 
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ORDEAL ALONG THE LIARD 
Continued from Page 10 
minute and Burke once more headed 


back to the river. By now snow was 
falling in almost a solid blanket and 
they had to skim the tree tops to keep 
the ground in sight. They fully ex- 
pected each second to be their last 
but suddenly Kading sawthe river and 
all breathed easier. Again Burke 
skillfully sat the plane down but at 
this point their luck ran out. 


As they were taxiing toward shore 
a tremor ran through the plane as the 


densed version and will undoubtedly 
top the best seller list for a long time. 

The theme is simple. You turn back 
the clock of time to the early 1930's, 
then takea man and his wife and young 
son, load their worldly possessions in 
@ wagon and head northward into the 
wilderness. Awilderness with soil ex- 
hausted from forest fires, its wildlife 
vanisned, and its creeks reduced to 
rivulets of mud because Indians and 
white men in their greed had killed 
every last beaver for hundreds of sur- 
rounding miles. 

You have this man and his wife be- 
lieving they can repair the havoc and 
bring back the wildlife, and for villians 
you throw in killer wolves and forest 
fires, poaching Indians and sudden 
sickness, winter blizzard and searing 
cold. But after thirty years this man 
and his family triumph. 

The book itself in extremely well 
written, and dances with original fig- 
ures of speech and graphic word de- 
scriptions: "the sun, airborne for four 
hours, stared cynically down from a 
cloudless sky"; "as bizarre and un- 
certain as the tracks of a mousing 
weasel"; "good humored and contented 
aS aporcupine sunning itself on a tree 
top"; "an old moon, fatasa fall turnip". 

To sum up--superb reading. 


THE END 
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marooned on 


This was the 
last photo 
ever taken 
of Burke. 


floats grazed a submerged object. The 
three men looked at one another, 
hoping desperately that no damage 
had been done. Unfortunately their 
hopes were in vain. Ten feet from 
the bank the plane slowly sank as the 
pontoons filled with water. 

Although the river at this point was 
only two feet deep, the three realized 
that they were stranded. They had 
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the Liard. 

Kading is on 
the wing and 
Burke beside 


the propellor. 


nothing with which to raise the plane, 
and nothing to repair the floats if they 
could. And it was impossible to haul 
the plane onto shore because the river 
bank dropped sheer to the water’s 
edge. Since they had only a general 
idea of their location they decided 
that their best policy was to make 
themselves as comfortable as poss- 
ible and await rescue. Most of Burke’s 
flying was over virtually uninhabited 
country and he left standing instruct- 
ions with his wife to contact the Com- 
pany’s head office in Vancouver if he 
became overdue. 

They were certain that she had al- 
ready done this but they were con- 
cerned. Winter was setting in fast, 
and they simply were not equipped 
for survival in a Yukon winter. With 
them they had a fewcooking utensils, 
fifty pounds of dried beans, three tins 
of bully beef, a pound of tea, three 
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Guide Joe Walsh stands beside the 
crippled Junkers as he and pilot 
Wasson found it on the frozen Liard 
River. Note the snow plastered all 
over surrounding trees and on the 
plane, effectively camouflaging it. 


pounds of sugar and raisins, three 
tins of dried vegetables, and two 
pounds of butter. Other equipment 
was their sleeping bags, only one of 
them winter weight, an axe, a rifle 
with twelve shells, matches, and a 
hundred feet of rope. 

They hoped to stretch their food by 
shooting game but had to abandon this 
plan. When conditions permitted, 
Kading hunted but saw no game or 
even tracks. So after six days and no 
sign of rescue, they realized that they 
just couldn’t wait because their food 
supply would soon be gone. 

They helda consultation and Kading 
suggested they try tofloat downstream ~ 
on a raft in an effort to reach the 
Hudson Bay Post. The idea was 
abandoned when Burke and Martin said 
that they couldn’t swim. They had no 
nails to build a raft and they decided 
that rope alone would sooner or later 
be chafed through by the rocks. Non- 
swimmers on a raft disintegrating 
in a rocky mountain stream would 
have little chance of survival, espe- 
cially with the temperature near zero. 

During the summer’s flying Burke 
and Kading had established a food and 
fuel cache on a lake which they had 
named Junkers, and which they felt 
was Only about twenty miles away. 
Accordingly they decided to hike over- 
land to their cache. Once at the lake 
they planned to rest and then push on 
another thirty miles to Wolf Lake, at 
the headwaters of the Liard River. 
They knew that a winter Indian camp- 
ment was established there, and they 
would have no further trouble. 

Unfortunately they didn’t know that 
Junkers Lake was not twenty miles 
away but over sixty, or that the 
weather was to be unusually severe 
with an earlier than average winter. 

On October 17th they wrote a note 
outlining their plans and left it in the 
plane’s cabin. Then with hopes high 
they set out, feeling that they should 
be able to average ten miles a day. 
But they quickly learned that this was 
impossible. The temperature was 
near zero and the snow already sev- 
eral feet deep. They had no snow- 
shoes, and their ordinary leather 
boots was the worst possible footwear 
for such conditions. Worse still, the 
Liard river hadn’t frozen and they 
were forced to travel along the bank 
and battle snow already chest deep. 

As they groped forward hidden 
bushes continuously tripped them and 
boulders and deadfalls interlaced to 
form attimes analmost impenetrable 
barrier. In the bitter cold, with snow 
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The moutain strewn wilderness in the southeastern tip of the 
Yukon and northeastern B.C. where Burke and his companions 
were down. Airsearching among thecloud shrouded peaks was 
extremely hazardous, with sudden, fierce Arctic gales contin- 


ually sweeping the region. 


falling almost steadily, and without 
adequate food or clothing, the three 
men were soon beat. That night they 
flopped exhausted into their sleeping 
bags, further discouraged by the 
knowledge that they had covered less 
than half of the intended ten miles. 

Day after day they slugged slowly 
onward, with snow conditions deepen- 
ing and their strength waning by the 
hour. Some days they covered not 
even a mile. During one forty-eight 
hour period they didn’t move a foot, 
held to their sleeping bags by a bliz- 
zard which howled down from the 
Arctic. 

After seven days Burke was com- 
pletely spent, and since the others 
were too tired to assist him, they 
decided to camp where they were. 
The same day they ate the last of their 
food and now knew that sole hope of 
survival was outside aid. In their 
desperate straits, Kading, who was 
the best shot, continually hunted for 
anything which would mean food. 
However conditions made it imposs- 
ible for him to venture far from camp, 
and there seemed tobe neither animal 
nor bird in the whole frigid wilder- 
ness. 
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They realized that the steady cold 
and lack of food was fast undermining 
their vitality, so to conserve as much 
as possible, they staid in their sleep- 
ing bags. Eighteen hours outof every 
twenty-four they huddled in their bags, 
cold, hungry, too tired to talk or think , 
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awaiting what seemed an inevitable 
end. This bitter ordeal lasted twenty- 
three days, their only food four tiny 
pine squirrels and one small duck 
which Kading was able to shoot. Then 
the miracle happened. They spotted 
the caribou. 

It came within two hundred yards 
of the camp, and as Kading reached 
for the rifle, he broke into a cold 
sweat, fearing that in his weakened 
condition he would miss. He lined 
the sights and squeezed the trigger , 
and as if some Higher Hand had aided 
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him, the animal dropped dead in its 
tracks. 

Unfortunately Paddy Burke was so 
weak that nothing but skilled medical 
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attention could have saved him. Five 
days after the caribou had been shot 
he died in his sleeping bag. In the 
faltering glowfrom the tiny camp fire 
his helpless friends stood silent, both 
wondering how long it would be before 
the Arctic cold and blizzards also 
claimed them. 

Although they had been more robust 
than Burke, Paddy’s death was a bitter 
blow and their spirits dropped. With 
the little strength they could muster 
they fashioned a rough crib of logs 
and placed Paddy’s remains in it. 
They said a brief prayer and covered 
him with his sleeping bag. 

Then they discussed their plight and 
decided that the only hope of survival 
was the food cache at Junkers Lake. 
Before they left Martin slashed a wide 
blaze on a tree and scrawled on ita 
message with a burnt stick. The 
pathetic words read: ‘‘Paddy Burke 
died on November 20, at 6.30 p.m. , 
cause sickness from lack of food, 
having been 23 days without same. 
Please pardon our poor efforts as we 
are in a Sinking condition. Expect to 
leave here Saturday, November 23, 
for Wolf lake, following the Liard 
river until Caribou creek. Hope we 
can make same. Snow very deep and 
no snowshoes. Bob Martin, Emil 
Kading. ’’ 

Writing it was a brave effort be- 
cause by that time both knew all too 
well that death was in their footsteps. 
But from somewhere they summoned 
courage to again face the white, harsh 
wilderness and with as much meat as 
they could carry, hit the trail. How- 
ever they soon discovered that their 
physical ability was not in keeping 
with their good intentions. The first 
three days they covered only five 
miles, and they were utterly ex- 
hausted. They made a crude camp 
and prepared to await whatever fate 
had in store. Their outlook was as 
bleak as the country they were in. 
They had a choice of starving or 
freezing to death, and like Paddy 
ees they would probably die from 
both. 

Meanwhile at Atlin when Burke and 
his party failed to return on schedule 
Mrs. Burke immediately notified the 
head office in Vancouver. A lengthy 
delay took place before a search be- 
gan but finallya plane was sent north 
from Vancouver. Unfortunately be- 
fore reaching the Yukon it crashed 
while landing on a small lake. 

The Company then contacted a pilot 
named Derbrandt, of International 
Airways. He arrived at Atlin on 
October 26 and made a number of air 
sweeps in the vicinity. But his efforts 
were useless since he scanned areas 
hundreds of miles from where the 
Junkers was down. It was no fault of 
his, for no one knew just were the 
plane had gone missing. But he was 
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soon obliged to abandon even this 
searching. In the north it is custom- 
ary for pilots to fly trappers and 
prospectors into isolated areas and 
pick them up at a later date. This 
Derbrandt had done and now he had to 
retrieve them before freeze-up or 
else many would perish during the 
winter. 

At the time the Junkers disappeared, 
Sam Clerf, a prospector friend of 
Martin’s, had reached Vancouver on 
his way to San Francisco to his wife 
and infant son he had never seen. 
When he learned that Burke and his 
companions were missing, Clerf put 
aside his journey south and chartered 
a plane at his own expense from 
Alaska Airways at Seattle. 

With pilot Pat Renahan and engineer 
Frank Hatcher they headed northward 
up the B.C. coast on the first stage 
of their journey. All was well until 
they reached Butedale but then tragedy 
struck. They took off on November 
4th, heading for Prince Rupert and 
were never seen again. Weeks later 
a single wheel was washed up on the 
beach of a coastal island. 

Here fate had dealt another cruel 
blow. Both Renahan and Hatcher were 
old hands at bush flying and Clerf 
knew the country where the Junker 
was down like the back of his hand. 


‘Had they been able to carry out a 


search they might very well have 


Pilot Everett Wasson, on the 
and guide Joe Walsh were the heroes 
in the first air search and rescue in 
the northwest. 


right, 


December 1959 


found the lost men. 

After the plane from International 
Airways had tobe withdrawn from the 
search, Burke’s company then con- 
tacted the Tredwell Yukon Company 
of Whitehorse, who had a Fairchild 
aircraft in the north. The pilot was 
an American, Everett Wasson, and 
he began the first diligent search for 
the Junkers. 

Wasson’s first flight was direct to 
Burke’s original destination, the 
Liard River post. But when he arrived 
ice conditions on the river prevented 
him from landing. He circled the 
Hudson’s Bay Post and dropped anote 
to the manager asking if Burke had 
been there. ‘‘Yes’’ the manager 
quickly tramped out in the snow, and 
followed with ‘‘Burke left here Oct 11 
for Teslin. Teslin’’. The last word 
was printed twice. 

Here again fate handed outa double 
cross. The word Teslin was incorrect 
and should have been Atlin. However 
the Post manager had no idea he was 
giving the wrong information. Burke’s 
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regular procedure had always been to 
fly back to Atlin along a route which 
went right over the village of Teslin. 
But the Post manager didn’t know that 


the weather had caused Burke to 
change his mind. 


Wasson then wasted days of vital 
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flying time as he searched hundreds 
of miles far removed from the vicinity 
of the Junkers. Winter conditions 
finally forced him to leave the search 
temporarily and he returned to White- 
horse to have his floats removed and 
skiis fitted. On November 12th he 
again left Whitehorse, this time with 
Joe Walsh, one of the most exper- 
ienced guides in the Yukon. 

For the first phase of their search 
they decided to systematically sweep 
the terrain between Atlin and Liard 
Post. It was an extremely hazardous 
undertaking. The entire area was a 
huge, unmapped wilderness, with 8, - 
000 feet mountain peaks thrusting 
skyward and sub-zero temperatures 
prevailing. Worse still were the 


fierce storms which buffeted the 
region making necessary many emer- 
gency landings on mountain ringed 
lakes lashed by treacherous winds. 
But the two men ignored all personal 
dangers and took off on their mission. 

The first clue came when they landed 


at a small Indian village at the con- 
vergence of the Frances and Liard 
Rivers. Natives there told of seeing 
a‘‘big white swan” flying up the river 
several weeks before. Wasson and 
Walsh knew at last they were on the 
right track. 

Despite a continuous series of 
storms they continued their search, 
making so many emergency landings 
to avoid sudden snow flurries that 
they lost count. From one small 
nameless lake where they took refuge 
they had to make ten attempts before 
the plane shook free from the binding 
power of the deep, powdered snow. 
Often they had to laborously stamp 
out a makeshift runway with their 
snowshoes before they could take off. 

A standard procedure for Walsh on 
many a take-off was to run alongside 
the plane, grasping the side of the open 
door with all his strength. This 
lightened the plane and as the craft 
picked up speed and the wings began 
to exert their lift, Walsh would be 
dragged off his feet. With the plane 
airborne he then had to struggle into 
the cabin, clumsy snowshoes on his 
feet, the wind tearing at him with 
hurricane force. It was a Herculean 
and almost suicidal task. 

On November 24th and again on 
December 4th the airmen made com- 
plete return flights from the Liard 
Post to the headwaters of the river. 
It was on the return from the last 
flight that they spotted a peculiar 
shadow on the snow covered river. 
Swooping down they saw the glint of 
metal and knew that at last the lost 
Junkers had been found. 

By now the river was frozen solid 
but ice hummocks covered the surface 
and a landing was impossible. They 
landed on a small lake sixteen miles 
away and then fought their way through 
the desolate wilderness to the Jun- 
kers. But their hopes sank when they 
found only a note telling that the crew 
had left. However they took heart 
from the fact that at least now they 
knew where to search. 


The blazed tree bearing the pathetic 
message at the camp where Paddy 
Burke died. The snow covered grave 
and rough wooden cross can be made 
out in the left background. 
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Emil Kading, above, and Joe Martin as they appeared when rescued 
from their grim ordeal of cold and starvation. 


They wearily hiked back to their 
Fairchild and flew to Whitehorse, 
where they conferred with the police 
on the next course of action. It was 

thought that Burke and the others 
might have found refuge with Indians 
on the Pelly Reserve, not far from 
Wolf Lake. To test this theory, 
Wasson and Walsh set off from White - 
horse on December 6th. 

_ As they were searching for a suit- 
able pass through the Pelly mountains 
they spotted a thin wisp of smoke 
curling above the tree tops far below. 
Circling for a better look they then 
saw two men waving feebly from a 
small clearing. Wasson and Walsh 
knew that their search had ended: 

They swept down to almost tree top 
level and Walsh threw out a box of 
food. Then believing it had dropped 
into the deep snow and would be hard 
to find, the two airmen did a very 
brave and generous thing. Without a 
Single thought for their own safety or 
welfare Wasson circled still lower, 
and Walsh heaved out every morsel of 
their own food supply. They attached 
a brief note saying they would land at 


a lake about ten miles away. 

After landing Wasson and Walsh 
started out for the two lost men but 
night overtook them and they camped 
right where they were. Before day- 
light they were away again but at dawn 
they realized that in their hurry they 
had overshot their objective. Back- 
tracking, and shouting as they went, 
they suddenly heard a rifle crack 
twice. Minutes later they reached the 
pitiful camp and were greated by 
Martin and Kading, now whiskered 
skeltetons almost too weak to stand. 

Later as the four men sat around 
a roaring camp fire, two of them 
eating good food for the first time in 
many weeks, Wasson turned to Kading 
and asked, ‘‘Say, Emil, how come 
you only fired two shots?’ 

Kading knew that Wasson was re- 
ferring to the fact that the traditional 
S.O. 8S. of the woods is three shots, 
and not two. He turned to Wasson 
and said, with a tired smile, ‘‘Those 
were our last two bullets’’. 

Two days passed before the emaci- 
ated men were strong enough to travel 
the trail back tothe plane. Even when 


they did set out the trek was a tough 


ordeal and it took the small party two 
days to reach the lake. Still they 
weren’t safe because the plane’s 


engine was frozen solid and it took 
many hours with a blowtorch to thaw 
it. Wasson finally got it started and 
they reached Whitehorse late in the 
afternoon. Without adequate clothing 
or shelter or food Martin and Kading 
had survived almost two months of 
bitter Yukon winter. 

Wasson, accompanied by Walsh and 
Sergeant Leopold of the R.C.M.P., 
later flew back to the Liard to bring 
out Paddy’s body. With the return of 
the plane to Whitehorse on December 
19th, the first air and rescue search 
in British Columbia and the Yukon 
ended. Although they didn’t know it 
at the time, Wasson and Walsh set a 
record in the annals of northern fly- 
ing. For sheer heroism and tenacity 
of purpose their search stands un- 
equalled to this day. 

As a tangible acknowledgement of 
appreciation for their efforts, the 
Canadian Federal Government and 
the B.C. Government combined in 
awarding Wasson $1,500 and Walsh 
$500. It was fitting recognition for 
their brave part in saving two men 
from certain death. 
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FORGOTTEN LANGUAGE 
Continued from Page 7 


Indian of a different tribe, white trader 
with Indian, and missionary with 
Indian. 

Where did this language - more 
correctly, jargon - come from, what 
was it, why did it die? 

The usual story is that Chinook was 
a jargon invented for purposes of trade 
between Indian and white. Actually, 
it pre-dates the coming of the white 
fur trader to the northwest. What is 
often overlooked is that the Indian 
tribes - many of them, at any rate - 
were themselves great traders. They, 
like the whites who came later, felt 
the need of acommon trade language. 

Chinook was named after the Tshi- 
nuk Indians whose home was on the 
north side of the Columbia and Will- 
amette Rivers in the present Oregon 
and Washington. They were a com- 
mercial people and every summer 
they ‘‘sponsored’’, as one might say, 


JUST HUMAN 
Coffee breaks are supposed to 
build-up the workers, but often re- 
sult in a rub-down for the boss. 


a big fair in the region of The Dalles, 
attended by Indians of many different 


tribes. Some ofthe simpler and most 


commonly required words were taken 
from the various languages spoken at 
the fair, and incorporated by a gradual 
process into a workable trade lan- 
guage. Bythe first quarter ofthe 19th 
century, the Chinook jargon had been 
perfected, which is not to say it was 
entirely finished at that date. 

So it was that when white traders, 
French and English, arrived in the 
northwest, they found they need not 
learn the language of every tribe with 
which they dealt, or employ inter- 
preters for each individual tribe. 
Ready for use was an easily-acquired 
jargon that would serve them where- 
ever they went on the Pacific coast. 

This jargon, they discovered, when 
some of them took the trouble to 
analyze it, had some words which 
were formed by imitation of natural 
sounds, such as tum-tum (meaning 
heart, will, mind and related ideas) , 
which came from the pulsations of the 
heart; tintin (meaning a bell, therefore 
an hour, or a musical instrument); 
lip’lip (to boil), from the sound pro- 
duced by water boiling; hee’hee (to 
laugh). A few other words were of 
casual invention, and then there were 
the words from the various Indian 
tongues. 

Now, with the coming of the whites, 
the natives found some additions to 
Chinook would be handy. They took 
words from the French and English 
tongues and corrupted them to fit the 
phonetics they were used to. (Chinook 
employs only eighteen letters.) So 
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they added such English words as 
dolla (dollar), doctin (doctor), lum 
rum), cole (cold, a year), peh’pah 
paper, a letter, message), piah 
fire, ripe, cooked); and French words 
like cooley (to run, travel), lapush 
(mouth), lametsin (medicine), lapippe 
(pipe). The finished Chinook vocabu- 
lary probably had one-quarter of its 
words of English origin and another 
quarter of French. 

The familiar greeting ‘‘Klahowya’’ 
was one of the earliest adaptations 
from the English language and falls 
into the class known as ‘‘casual in- 
ventions’’. The story goes that the 
Hudson’s Bay Company had at one of 
their forts in Oregon an employee 
named Clarke who chose to live out- 
side the gates. When he reported for 
duty inthe mornings, the sentry would 
greet him with the words, ‘‘Clarke, 
how are you?’’ The Indians, over- 
hearing, took it to be a general salu- 
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tation and used it, in the form ‘‘kla- 
howya’’, for any meeting or parting. 
An unfortunate white man who lost 
his reason passed into the Chinook 
jargon with his name, Pelton, coming 
to mean absurd, insane or a fool. 
The missionaries who followed 
close on the heels of the traders 
found that Chinook could also be the 
Gospel language, though its 500-word 
vocabulary was a little less than 
adequate for translating the poetic 
imagery of the Bible. There was also 
the constant hazard of errors intrans- 
lation by native interpreters, with 
sometimes rather comical results. 
On one occasion, a Roman Catholic 
missionary had instructed his inter- 
preter to inform the flock that in 
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future they would find a basin of holy 
water at the door of the church and 
that everyone must bless himself 
before entering. 

It was shortly after this that the 
mission received a visitfrom another 
priest. An old Indian of the band 
presented himself to the newcomer 
and lodged a seriouscomplaint. Their 
missionary was a liar! And he had 
been telling his lies in church, too! 
How was that? Well, the interpreter 
had told them that in future they would 
find a tub of water, soap and a towel 
at the church door and everyone was 
to have a good wash before entering. 
One can see that at least the inter- 
preter had absorbed the lesson of 
cleanliness that missionaries of all 
denominations were preaching along 
with godliness. 

So widespread was the use of the 
jargon that when Bishop Demers 
started publication of Vancouver 
Island’s and British Columbia’s first 
newspaper about 1853, it had French, 


“YES \TIS FILTHY - I'D BETTER 
HAVE A NEW STICK /” 
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English and Chinook editions. A 
generation later, in 1891, the first 
periodical for Indians, Echoes (or 
Wawa) was brought out in mimeograph 
form, using stenographic characters. 
Unlike Bishop Demer’s newspaper 
which ran to onlya few issues, Wawa 
appeared monthly over a period of 
years, with a circulation of 2,500 
copies. 

Many Indians forgot their own tribal 
tongue in favour of Chinook and were 
particularly fond of employing it in 
songs, perhaps because a song in 
common language of the Northwest 
would get a larger audience. Here 
is a sample: 

Kultus kopa naika 

Spos maika mash naika, 

Hiju puty boys Kuli kopatown; 
alki weight naika iscom, 

Keh K’al kapa naika. 

Translated, the lady author of the 
above is saying: 

I don’t care if you desert me. 
Many pretty boys are inthe town, 
Soon I shall take another one, 
That is not hard for me! 

By the end of the 19th century, 
English had become the common 
language of the country and the days 
of Chinook were numbered. It was 
slow in dying, though, and as late as 
1929 a Roman Catholic missionary 
commented that he expected the jargon 
would be useful in mission work for 
many more years. But as far as 
general usage is concerned, only a 
few Chinook words have been incor- 
porated into the English language. 
One of these is ‘‘salt chuck’’. The 
word ‘‘chuck’’? is Chinook for water 
and the logger speaks of dumping logs 
in the chuck. Then if he wishes to be 
quite clear that he is referring to the 
sea and not to lake or river, he will 
say they are dumped in the salt chuck. 

‘*Skookum’’ is another word that is 
often combined with chuck. Skookum 
means strong, and skookum chuck 
means rapid or tide rip. But on the 
whole Chinook, along with Haida war 
canoes and other aspects of early 
Indian life, has passed into history. 


THE END 


CEDAR POLES AND PILING 


HEMLOCK PILING AND SIMILAR SPECIAL ORDERS 


PHONE 248 


Northwest Digest 


DIGEST ae 

TERT | 
Por only ..... 

syhat route moke @ EBD byt l Address 


SUBSCRIPTION GIFT RATES Gift For ___ 


l'‘to 3 SUBSCRIPTIONS -- $2.00 each 


or Address 


4 SUBSCRIPTIONS for $6.00 


or 
8 SUBSCRIPTIONS for $10.00 
Gift For 


B.C. residents don’t forget that 
Victoria wants 5 % sales tax. Address 


+ SO LOW /N For subscriptions to U.S. and 


Abroad please add .25 per sub- 


ENPENGE ” scription to cover higher mail- 


ing charges. 


x SO HIGH IN You can include your own new 


QUALITY! and renewal in the gift rates. Gift For 


SO “ONG /N Northwest Digest Address 
Box 1238 
ENJOYMENT [J Quesnel, B.C. 
1d =— 
I enclose $ in payment for the following 
one-year subscriptions. 
Incfude my own new |] or renewa 1 
subscription in this order. Z 
Pos fe dearly Gift For 
Address 
PLEASE SEND CHRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS 
TO THE FRIENDS | LIST BELOW 
Gift For Gift For 


IQ MONTHS so... rs 


OF PLEASURABLE READING 


OO Mail gift cards, signed as indicated 


December 59 


WHEN WRITING 
ADVERTISERS 
PLEASE MENTION 


FF Ythwost 


DIGEST 


HAZELTON Specialty Shop 


es 


LADIES WEAR a 

CHILDREN'S WEAR 

RECORDS -- NOVELTIES -- GIFTS i ; 
tn 


) 
HAZELTON, B.C. 


UP-TO-DATE 
STORE 


DRUG SUNDRIES 
CHINA FILMS 
SOUVENIRS 


HAZELTON, B.C. CAMERAS MAGS 


Phone 23 Ma f Y | Bros. 


Aes TRUCKING 
ge * 


4+ FREIGHT 
* ee EXPRESS 


HAZELTON, B.C. 


FULLY MODERN ROOMS WITH OR WITHOUT BATH 

RIGHT ON THE HIGHWAY IN NEW HAZELTON 

MODERN CAFE & DINING ROOM IN CONNECTION 
CARL CHRISTIANSON--Owner & Manager 


Skeena GARAGE S 


COMPLETE GARAGE FACILITIES: 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT, STEAM CLEANING, 
FULL REPAIRS, AND SIMILAR SERVICE, 
WILLEMAR PHONE 79 
CLIFFORD 


YARDS AT: 


Undisturbed by 
deep snow or 
arctic cold the 
ruffed grouse 
lives comfort- 
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WINTER MEMO 
Continued from Page 9 


sky is a sparkling blue and the whole 
scene so beautiful that ‘‘my heart is 
all but out of me’’. Iwant to be every- 
where at once, down by the onyx and 
quartz of the rivers, in the forest 
fairyland with the conifers shining all 
around me, or plunging into the deep 
drifts of the open clearing with joyful 
shouts. What a day for living! 

The gorgeous Stellar Jay thinks so 
too, posing against the white back- 
ground and pecking at the last rowan 
berry. This roistering, loud-voiced 
exhibitionist plagues my neighbors 
all the rest of the year, but I never 
see him until late fall. He knows, of 
course, that my valley is more shel- 
tered and so I have berries when my 
neighbors have none. There is very 
little he doesn’t know, I feel, and he 
certainly has _ self-advertisement 
down to a fine art - though not his 
public relations. 

His only winter competitor is that 
crested, blue-backed fisherman, the 
Belted Kingfisher. I hear his rattling 
ery and look out to see him flying 
smugly back to sit again on one or 
another of the cage-cables strung 
across my rivers. He will sit there 
motionless for a long time, then 
suddenly he swoops down, there is a 
splash and he is off up the river with 
an unhappy fish in his mouth. In a 
few moments he is back roosting on 
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the swift water below. Even the 
jogging of the cable doesn’t disturb 
him and I have frequently pulled the 
cage three-quarters of the way across 
to the other side before he would stir 
from the cable’s end - and then only 
tofly back and settle again behind me. 

The Grey Dippers arrow down the 
dark, ice-chilled rivers and their 
song is clear above the low murmuring 
of winter water. They sing more now 
than in deep summer, though not as 
much as when they feel the joy of 
spring. It is good to see their dainty 
tracks along the snow-covered banks 
or watch them doing their knee-bend- 
ing exercises on a river boulder. 
They are company when I go down to 
fill my pails in the clear water or 
rinse my Monday washing. 

So also are the Winter Wrens which 
perch on the root house roof or whis- 
per in the roots of fallentrees. These 
small, determined creatures with 
their upturned tails brave any sort of 
weather. The noted bird authority, 
Taverner, says that they are shy and 
that one seldom sees them or hears 
their flowing song, one of the most 
beautiful in all the bird world. But I 
have found them to be my friendliest 
neighbors at any season of the year. 
They haunt the woodshed and workshop 
and are not inthe least disturbed when 
I move a log or tool which is only 
inches away from them. 

The Snowy Owl is a winter visitor , 
usually a darkly-marked juvenile, but 
occasionally I have spotted a pure 
white specimen. All through the year 
the who-who-who of the Great Horned 
Owl can be heard from the forest and 
I have seen him in hushed grey flight 
as Icame home alonga snowy trail at 
dusk. He loves my tall evergreens, 
but he doesn’t love me. I have brought 
him near me by imitating his call, but 
he was looking for an enemy and I got 
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no friendly glance from his staring 
eyes. 

As the snow deepens the feeding 
stations I put up for the birds are 
stocked with seeds, berries, suet and 
crumbs and suet is hung from the 
clothesline for the Mountain Chicka- 
dees. They cling and peck and peer 
at me with their bright eyes looking 
very saucy below the distinctive white 
eyebrow line. Then they go off to 
gossip busily in the forest, but I see 
them bustling about in bush and tree- 
root tendrils on all my winter wan- 
derings. 

When the snow hushes even the 
rivers and the laden evergreens are 
unstirring in the frosty air there is 
an all pervading silence throughout 
the woods, but this is soon broken by 
a flock of Golden-crowned Kinglets. 
They fly sibilantly to a cedar, stay 
briefly, then presto, the whole flock 
is off to the next tree, changing swiftly 
from one to another until they have 
visted every cedar in my valley. 

Every now and then a rather cracked 
bell sounds from the forest andI know 
that the Varied Thrush is still in resi- 
dence. These orange-shirted Ulster- 
men with their black cravats are 
friendly souls and the ones living near 
my cabin prefer the clothesline to all 
other perches. Their nickname of 
‘‘rainpiper’’ doesn’t suit them too well 
as theydon’t pipe up rain as they are 
supposed to, though they do pipe when 
itfalls. I like to hear them when snow 
has closed the trails and I know that 
no human visitors will come to my 
valley until spring. It is then that my 
feathered neighbors and I really ap- 
preciate each other. 

Although I love the sparkling winter 
days of my mountain valley I find real 
peace and contentment in the winter 
evenings. At night the moonlight un- 
rolls like a silver ribbon across the 
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shadowed snow. Here all is sable, 
there all is bright. Looking out of my 
window is like sitting in a darkened 
auditorium viewing a stage setting of 
indescribable beauty. Ifind my breath 
catching in mythroat. One byone the 
alabaster trees along the river banks 
emerge from shadow into dazzling 
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The Stellar Jay is one of the many 
species of bird life which keep the 
author company in winter. 
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light; light made even more compell- 
ingly brilliant by the dusk around it. 
The crystals on the snow flash and 
glitter and when I go outI feel as 
though I were wading in diamonds. 


EDITORIAL 
Continued from Page 3 


As quickly as possible the Forestry 
Department are putting all timber on 
a perpetual yield, providing lumber- 
ing with a stability it previously 
lacked. In fact in some _ interior 
areas lumbering will increase as 
coast timber stands become depleted. 
However lumbering is not solely re- 
sponsible for the Interior expansion. 

As George McMahon, President of 
Pacific Petroleums pointed out inour 
last Jan-Feb issue, Peace River Oil 
development has resulted in an invest- 
ment alone of some $750,000, 000, 
and created 10,000 new jobs. Then 
there was the $400, 000,000 Kitimat 
development which gave birth to 
Canada’s most modern city and today 
provides direct employment for 2,400 
and indirect for additional hundreds. 
Some $100,000,000 has been spent to 
make the Province’s P.G.E. railway 
the most modern in North America 
and to extend it north and south over 
400 miles. The highway network has 
undergone extensive modernization in 
the past 10 years. The Cariboo High- 


Standing on the knoll beside my 
cabin with moonlight pouring down on 
me and the silver-lighted river atmy 
back, I know that I have never seen 
such loveliness before and perhaps 
never shall again. I cannot bear to 
go in. I stand in the snow and do not 
feel the cold. I look everywhere and 
at everything and am still only half 
sure that it is not all a dream. 

It is heaven and fairyland and my 
heart’s desire. It is all the wonder I 
thought life held when I was a child 
and all the splendor I knowit can hold 
now. It is enough to give the most 
bitter cynic back his faith, just to 
know that somewhere on this earth 
there can be a night of such flawless 
radiance. I think of the unhappiness 
I have experienced andI know, beyond 
all doubt, that this one night has made 
every pang of it worth while. Itisa 
great privilege just to be alive in any 
world which can contain such an 
ecstasy of beauty. As I stand on the 
path with the snowbanks nearly waist 
high and the mountains closer and 
taller because of their whiteness, I 
think what a little dot I am in this 
immensity of nature. I feel insignif- 
icant and humble, and I turn and walk 
slowly back to my cabin and its glow- 
ing fireplace, the snow crunching 
underfoot, the mountains serene and 
silent as they have been for past 
ages, and as they will be in future 
ages when I have long departed this 
earth. 


THE END 


way has been rebuilt and paved, High- 
way 16 between Prince George and 
Prince Rupert will be completely re- 
built and paved by 1961, and so will 
the Hart Highway. Then to top all 
this the billion dollar Wenner-Gren 
project has passed the possible and 
is now a reality. 

Another asset of the Interior is its 
youth. Generally speaking, the ma- 
jority of the population consists of 
young people who have left cities and 
other regions of Canada and abroad 
for a new start. For this reason the 
percentage of people in business for 
themselves is considerably higher 
than in areas such as Vancouver and 
Victoria. This young population is 
reflected in the birthrate. In the 
central B.C. region of Quesnel, 
Prince George, Burns Lake, and 
similar communities the birthrate is 
over fifty per thousand, among the 
world’s highest, and almost double 
the national average for Canada. 

For these reasons residents of the 
Interior can greet 1960 knowing that 
the best years are yet to come. The 
forthcoming decade shows every in- 
dication of being as zestful and pros- 
perous as the 1950’s. 


THE END 
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The special fishing and hunting 


editions we ran last Summer as an 
experiment were both very success- 
ful. In fact the hunting edition rolled 


up a record circulation, and the fea- 
ture article, ‘‘Return of the Buffalo’’, 
proved one of the most popular of the 
year. We planto repeat these editions 
again next year, and also increase 
the contents of our four other editions. 

In this manner we can provide 
complete coverage of all phases of 
Interior life, from its outdoor attract- 
ions to its industrial potential, from 
its people toits cities and towns, and 
from its past to the events of today 
which become the history of tomor- 
row. 

And as the year 1959 wanes to 
take its place in history, those of 
us at the Digest - Doris Downs, Monty 
Maundrell, and Art Downs - join in 
wishing all of you the very best for 
the coming year. 


Although Antelope do not range in 
B.C. they are present just across 
the border in Alberta. And if 
many B.C. residents have never 
seen one theyare at least familiar 
with them from the song ‘‘Home on 
the Range’’. This description is 


courtesy the Alberta Government. 


The antelope is usually smaller than 
mule deer and is colored golden to russet 
tan with lighter patches on the lower 
sides of the body and the sides of the 
head. The rump has a distinct white 
patch and two white bands occur on the 
underside of the neck. A dark mask- 
like patch shows on the face. Horns 
appear on both sexes with those on the 
male growing larger. The horns are 
erect, curving back at the tips; from 
about midway along each a prong pro- 
jects forward—hence the name “Prong- 
horn”. The horn sheath is shed each 
year; the bony core is permanent. 


RANGE: 


Antelope range the treeless grassy 
plains of south-eastern Alberta. 


FOOD: 

Antelope food is primarily browse 
with some herbs and a limited amount 
of grasses. Sagebrush is a basic item 
in the diet. 


REPRODUCTION: 
Breeding takes place in autumn with 
“bucks” collecting “harems” of ‘does’. 


Fawning occurs in the spring, normally 
twins. 


SPECIAL DISTINGUISHING 
FEATURES: 

When antelope are disturbed, and 
run, the white rump patch appears to 
flash like a signal. Their gait is a 
bouncy run that may develop into a 
gallop of considerable speed. Antelope 
live in herds or flocks during most of 
the year. They are intensely curious and 
may be lured to close range by any 
unusual action of man. 
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citing in North America. 

Since the Northwest Digest first 
appeared in 1945 it has published 
enough material on the Yukon, the 
Cariboo, Peace River, and Central, 
Northern, and Coastal areas of B.C. 
to fill over forty full size books. 
Forthcoming editions will continue 
featuring articles and photos on the 
people, places, history, and oppor- 
tunities of this area. We hope also 
to become even more nomadic and 
cover the Okanagan, Kootenay, Lower 
Fraser Valley, and other areas of 
Bas 


Hagenshorg Garage 


COMPLETE GARAGE SERVICE 


Dry Goods - Groceries 
Hardware- Feeds 


te CoM GOMSUMETS Hesse Fo 
Co-operative Association corse: counts 


SHELL GAS AND OIL 
Owned and Operated by the Shareholders 


KNOWN AS THE PEOPLE'S STORE, ARE YOU A MEMBER? 


CLIFF KOPAS STORE 


Boots, Shoes, Spats Footwear 

Fishing Tackle Sporting Goods 

Gifts and Souvenirs Photographs 
FULL LINE OF GROCERIES AND COLD MEATS 


BELCO SERVICE LTD. ae 
General Motors Cars and Trucks = Saxon 
FIRESTONE TIRES AND TUBES REPAIRS 
“Service Is Our Business” Bella Coola, B.C. ee 


ER Z THY es DESK 


With great satisfaction we note that 
Eric Collier’s new book ‘‘Three 
Against the Wilderness’’ has been an 
instant success. Eric, who now lives 
at Riske Creek in the rolling Chilcotin 
east of Williams Lake, is well known 
to Digestreaders. He first wrote for 
the magazine shortly after it appeared 
and since then has built up a steadily 
increasing reputation. For over ten 
years his articles have appeared 
regularly in ‘‘Outdoor Life’’, one of 
the largest selling outdoor magazines 
in America. In 1951 he became the 
first non-resident of the U.S. to win 
that magazine’s conservation award. 
The award was given to him because 
of his work in rehabilitating the burned 
and dried out wilderness area near 
Meldrum Creek, the locale of his 
book. 

Another author familiar to Digest 
readers is cowboy Rich Hobson who 
now lives in semi-retirement at Van- 
derhoof. (Semi-retirement for Rich 
means that he is down to one ranch 
plus a small farm.) Currently his 
third book is at the publishers and 
should be ready for spring release. 
Rich called it ‘‘Batnuni’’, but last 
time we saw him he didn’t know what 
the final title would be. Publishers, 
like editors, feel that their day isn’t 
complete unless something is red 
pencilled, so Rich is wondering if his 
title will survive. 

His first two books, ‘‘Grass Beyond 
the Mountain’’and ‘‘Nothing Too Good 
For a Cowboy’’ have sold nearly 
100,000 copies and are still going 
strong. Offhand we would say that 
this is a record for a B.C. author, 
especially since all have been origin- 
als and not paper back reprints. Since 
an average book sells only 5,000 
copies, the wandering cowpoke is 
doing okayfor himself. Furthermore 
he shows no sign of slowing and al- 
ready is well into his fourth book. 
Besides this he does the occasional 
magazine article and a bit of weight- 
lifting just to keep in shape. 

Incidentally this weightlifting is be- 
coming quite popular. In fact Digest 
editor, Art Downs, recently bought a 
set but claims he has been too busy 
to use them. At last report his wife 
was developing a tremendous left arm 
from lifting them when she sweeps 
the floor. The weights created another 
uproar when he decided to take them 
on aroad trip with advertising sales- 
man, Monty Maundrell. Now Monty, 
being rather patient, didn’t say too 
much as he helped load the iron but it 
was Obvious he expected the worst. 
These expectations proved right be- 
cause the only time the bar bells were 
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Chilcotin author Eric Collier 


moved he supplied the muscle. 

This epic occurred on the Banff- 
Jasper Highway when the pair were 
checking mileage for the Travelguide. 
Monty drove past a scenic point, 
decided he wanted another look, so 


promptly backedup. For some reason 
he backed clean off the highway and 
one wheel went over the bank. Fortu- 
ately he stopped before the entire car 
went over but by this time Art had his 
door open. As the car lurched, both 
he and the bar bells toppled out and 
rolled down the bank. Neither he nor 
the bells were damaged, a factor so 
relieving to Monty he packed all the 
stuff back up the embankment. Art 
still insists the entire thing was 
planned, naturally Monty denies this. 
However it is significant that the 
weights haven’t left home since. 

Our readers who have been sending 


Northwest Digest Gift subscriptions. 


for Christmas presents will note that 
rates this year are the lowest ever. 
We hope that this will induce a record 
number of our readers to send the 
Digest to friends and relatives every- 
where. By so doing they help us and 
they help themselves. They help us 
because with a greater circualtion we 
can put out a better magazine and 
more effectively publicize B.C. and 
the Yukon. They help themselves 
because a Digest subscription is a 
gift that brings pleasure all year. 
Everytwo months it renews it’s wel- 
come, and each edition brings a 
treasure of factual information on a 
region that is becoming the most ex- 
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or South.... the greatest way to go! 


What a difference to a business or pleasure trip when you 
arrive refreshed! No driving fatigue! No weather worries! Up 
to Dawson Creek and Fort St. John or south to Vancouver — the 
P.G.E. is the most convenient way to travel. 


With Reserved Seats— 
Complimentary Meals 


For timetables and reservations — ask your 
local P.G.E. agent. 


Reclining Lounge Seats 
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Air-conditioned Cars 
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